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things ahead of the others.  Apparently it is also very important for
her to be admitted as a tomboy and an equal of the boys.

The need to be respected and to enjoy confidence is of extra-
ordinary importance for Evelyn and for all girls of her age. The urge
to independence is usually accompanied by a feeling of insecurity.
To create a sense of self-responsibility and self-criticism, the approval
of the outside world is at first urgently needed. Evelyn's ambition
to "be the first/5 to take over the part of the leader, to feel important
and fully recognized, is generally characteristic of this phase of
development. There is no doubt that Evelyn's family situation has
only intensified this need in her. Her desire to be a boy is also fed by
very personal motives, but at her age it is so typical that in this
respect we can generalize her motives. Thus, her mother's forbidding
her to associate with the gang because it was not up to her social
standards deprived Evelyn of this favourable possibility for grati-
fication and was for her a second trauma.

Every action that keeps the young from finding normal, outlets
provokes a reflex of the psychologic forces toward the past; in other
words, it intensifies the infantile feelings that are still so strong in
them. We have learned that during prepuberty and puberty the
young girl has an intense urge to free herself from her mother's
tutelage and that at the same time she still strongly clings to her
mother. The strong hate tendencies that such a young girl displays
in relation to her mother originate not so much in the CEdipus
situation as in her anger at the fact that her mother prevents her
from being a grown-up. The old feeling of being utterly rejected and
disdained is now connected with a strong feeling of hatred and a wish
for retaliation. This hatred is then also used as a means to attain
freedom. Evelyn, whose thinking is strongly influenced by crime
novels, says without the slighest restraint that the gang at home, that
is, she and her sisters, are going to kill their mother.

Gradually other elements have probably entered into this hatred.
We have seen Evelyn's fury gain momentum as her mother became
pregnant, and from, her utterances we can infer that she takes her
mother's sexuality very much amiss, that she is jealous of the
expected baby, and above all that this pregnancy has mobilized her
own wish to have a baby. Perhaps Evelyn ran away because she felt
that she was not sufficiently loved by her mother and wanted to take
revenge on her; perhaps she did it also because she feared that she
would realize her hatred of her mother in murder,

Evelyn has given us an important hint as to what is going on in her
mind. She described the emotional processes in another girl who is